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Original publisher: Washington: U. S. G. P. O. : For sale by the Supt. of Docs. , U. S. G. P. 0., 2007. OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)187106538 Subject: Veterans -- Mental health services -- Washington (State). Excerpt: . .. 11 STATEMENT
OF BRANDON D. JONES, MEMBER, WASHINGTON ARMY NATIONAL GUARD ONES Mr. J. Senator Murray, thank
you very much for the oppor-tunity to be able to speak here today. My name is Brandon Jones. | served on
active duty from 1994 to 1997 and have been a member of the Washington Army National Guard since January
of 2000. As a veteran of Operation Iraqgi Freedom, | was deployed to the Middle East with the 3rd Brigade, 1st
Cavalry Division in 1996. | was acti-vated and deployed for Operation Iraqgi Freedom for the 81st Bri-gade
beginning 2003. | would like to share my experience and observations about the difficulties that my family and |
faced during my activation in 2003 - 2004 and would also like to talk about what | saw other sol-diers facing and
experiencing which made the process of serving the Nation and the community a trying and sometimes
emotional and financially overwhelming experience. In November 2003, | was called to full-time active duty with
81st Brigade and was given a very short notice when my unit was mobilized. In that time, | had to give up my
civilian job and took an income loss of over 1, 200 a month. My wife had to drop out of classes at Olympic
College in order to be able to care for our children. | went from living at home and seeing my children on a
daily basis to living on base, which is just...
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