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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Hansel and Gretel: A Fairy Opera in Three Acts Once
upon a time a poor broom-maker and his wife lived in a lonesome cottage in the Harz Mountains with their
little son, Hansel, and daughter, Gretel. When our story opens, the father and mother have gone away to sell
brooms in the neighboring villages, leaving the children at work in the house. But work is tiresome, especially
when empty stomachs are clamoring for unattainable goodies; finally the youthful pair start to romping about
the room, and at the height of their frolic the mother enters, weary from her long trip and unhappy because
she has been unable to sell her wares. She scolds the children, and sends them out into the forest to pick wild
strawberries for supper. - Late that evening the father returns, having disposed of his brooms at a good profit,
and gaily unpacks a quantity of dainties; then, missing the children, he asks after them, and is horror-stricken
at thought of their pitiful plight all alone after nightfall in the woods. Act Il discovers the children roaming
through the woods, gradually filling their baskets with strawberries; heedless of direction and time, eventide
finds them bewildered in the darkening forest haunted, as they have been taught to believe, by fairies and
witches. The steep, rocky bulk of the llsenstein, a reputed gathering-place for evil sprites, looms up amid the
trees; the wind whispers and moans uncannily, and shadowy bush and hollow take on strange and fearful
shapes. The frightened children cower together beneath a spreading tree, and repeat their usual bedtime
prayer to the fourteen guardian angels, after which, calmer in spirit,...
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