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Excerpt: . chapter xvi. enfranchisement. bring the missal, Jan
and put it bore beside my bed. The enervating July weather so
prostrated Allice that she had found herself for several days
unable to rise. The old nurse placed the small stand beside her,
and then brought the precious vellum manuscript for which
her mistress had asked. Lay it open at the representations of
the Virgin, and then raise me up a trifle, the invalid said. The
esteem in which her mistress held this book had greatly
impressed Janet with its sacredness, and with something of
reverence in her manner she turned the ancient leaves upon
which Time had laid his finger, changing their pristine fairness
to a yellow tinge, mellowing and softening the glory of color
which the artist had placed upon them. Nothing now afforded
Allice the satisfaction that she found in the illuminated...
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