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such fractions as 1/8 and 3/16 by finding the least common
multiple of the denominators by short division as taught in
many of the arithmetics. In such cases the following was found:
Errors in subtracting common fractions. Counts found two
errors which occurred very frequently in subtracting fractions
having like denominators. (1) Numerators subtracted for the
new numerator and the denominators subtracted for the
denominator as 6/9--4/9 = 2/0, or 8/7--1/7 = 2/0. (2) Numerators
multiplied for the new numerator and the denominators
multiplied for the denominator as 6/9-4/9 = 24/81, or 3/7-1/7 =
3/49. A considerable number of pupils added when subtraction
was indicated by a minus sign. This may have been due in part
to the fact that both addition and subtraction were included in
the same test, but the writer has found similar errors when the
two operations were in separate...
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