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illustrated. 1890 edition. Excerpt: . . . its votaries, sunk in the dark depths of their mine, grow so short-sighted
that they deny that the sun shines. They set up a materialistic philosophy--a philosophy in which physics is
made absolute. Against such a philosophy Schopenhauer wages war; and in his contest he starts from the
general conclusions of Kant. Kant had, with full clearness, and from a position within the ranks of science itself,
raised the question as to the relation of science to life; and his answer was couched in the technical phrase that
the supremacy or primacy belongs not to the theoretical, but to the practical reason--not to the intellect, but to
the will. That life is more than knowledge, is the cardinal faith which descends from Kant tohis disciples, and
which (it may be added) descended to Kant from Rousseau. My philosophy, says Kants first great pupil, makes
life, the system of feelings and desires, supreme; and leaves knowledge merely the post of observer. This system
of feelings is in the mind a fact about which there is no dispute, a fact of which we have intuitive knowledge, a
knowledge not inferred by arguments, nor generated by reasonings which, at our option, we receive or neglect.
Only this face-to-face knowledge has reality; it, and it alone, can set life in movement, because itself springs
from life. These words of Fichte serve also to mark the standpoint of Schopenhauer. The things of which science
and experience predicate reality, and...
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