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indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: .the favourite ditty of Naples--not to be escaped from by the travellers on
their arrival in the bay, while wearily waiting until paternal government should have counted their numbers
and called their names, and set them free to go ashore--or by the pilgrim when issuing from the City of the
Dead, Pompeii. | have a collection of the commonest street ditties, which | picked off the wall of a church in
Naples, where they hung in fifties--purchased for an English shilling or thereabouts; and one and all of these are
in the Barcarole or Brindisi measure: to make an arbitrary use of familiar words. Here, however, is one-which is
somewhat odd, from an episodical phase of three bars which disturbs the symmetry of the rhythm. I hare
offered this specimen because of its irregularity; observing nevertheless, that though the same is duly printed,
the odd bar may be a case of intentional caprice, which has perverted a commonplace melody. Some years
ago, when | was in Padua, while resting my mind on the steps of Giotto s chapel, after having looked at his
noble frescoes there, | was amused by listening to a girl who was arranging linen to dry under the mulberry
trees, and who sang a song of many verses to a ditty regular and commonplace in every respect, save that the
third line was a five-bar phrase, which necessitated the repetition of a word. The oddity of the effect made me
note the...
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